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A Triumph TR3A Story  
by Joel Justin 

Story on page 2 



COVER STORY  

This 1960 TR3A has been a Southern California all its life and a Camarillo car for most of it. For all intents 
and purposes, this is a one owner car, but technically, it’s a three owner car. It was purchased new by a 
father who bought a Pale Yellow TR3A for one daughter and this Powder Blue one for the other. She 
owned/drove it for about 40 years before it was parked (unfortunately without proper fluid prep) sometime 
before she passed away in October 2001. Her husband survived her but didn’t drive the car. Rather it sat 
covered in their garage. He passed in September 2013 and their son and daughter (who was a legally blind 
distance runner on the US Olympic Team in 2000 and 2004) put it up for sale shortly after that. 
 
Ray DeSilva (who’s a CCBCC member) happened to see it at a house in Camarillo less than a mile from 
where he lives. It was in an open garage under a cover. He knocked on the door and found it was for sale. 
He bought it with the plans of rebuilding it and upping the performance at the same time. But in the 
meantime, he found an Austin Healey 3000 Mk2 that was ready to drive and bought it, putting the TR3 
project to the side. He only had it for only a short time before he decided to sell it. 
 
I saw it for sale in Hemming’s and with it being in Camarillo, I couldn’t pass up at least a look. You can 
guess how that “look” went. Boy was it clean! The paint and interior were in great shape. There were 
absolutely no signs of rust underneath, where it was very clean too. Most of the chrome was pitted and dull, 
but other than that, it was a fantastic base to start from. 
 
During its time in unprepped storage, several things happened to it. First, the head gasket failed and 
coolant leaked into the #3 and #4 cylinders, seizing the engine. Second, the master brake and clutch 
cylinders started leaking creating a waterfall of brake fluid and bubbled paint underneath it. Finally, the 4-5 
gallons of fuel in the gas tank smelled unlike anything I’ve smelled before. 
 
Knowing the TR engine has wet liner cylinders, the seized engine would be an easy fix. And of course the 
brake and fuel systems would need a complete overhaul as well, neither of which are difficult. So I bought 
the car in January 2015. Having lots of Triumph projects in the hopper and garage space to store it, 
the TR3A sat until June 2018. That’s when I bought another Triumph (my 2000 Saloon) and needed to get 
the TR3A finished to sell as I was now out of garage space! 
 
I tore the engine apart and took it to the machine shop. As best as I could tell it had never been apart 
before. My goal was to keep as many of the original parts as possible, so other that new pistons and liners 
(87mm instead of the original 83’s), the oil pump and water pump, everything was original. I rebuilt the 
carburetors and fuel pump as well. 
 
I put in all new brake and clutch hydraulics and lines as the old system was completely shot. I also drained 
that nasty fuel out of the fuel tank and reconditioned it as well as cleaning out the fuel line. New brakes 
were installed on all four corners and the cooling system was flushed with new hoses added. I had to 
replace the heater as the original was too far gone. I also restored all the gauges and dashboard. All the 
chrome was polished except for a couple of pieces that were replaced. The interior vinyl and carpets were 
cleaned and amazingly, I believe original to the car. 
 
It had one repaint in the original color, probably in the 80’s or 90’s, but it still looks very good with no dings 
or dents anywhere and only a few chips. I stripped and repainted the brake fluid waterfall area under the 
bonnet and replace the steering bushes and tie rod ends. About the only things I didn’t do was rebuild the 
suspension and replace the top, tonneau and hoodstick cover, and have the side curtains rebuilt. They’re 
all there and I believe the original ones that shipped with the car in 1960. One other thing about this car 
that’s unique is that it has the original (complete) tool kit, jack and engine cranking handle. It also has the 
original bias-ply spare tire and its original CA black license plate.  (Continued on next page) 
 
I’ve only driven it about 250 miles since the rebuild, but it starts right up and drives well, the gearbox 
shifting crisply. And what else is amazing is that all the gauges and lights work. I had to change a couple of 
burned out bulbs, but other than that, they all work. I did install a headlight relay kit as I was nervous about 
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Cover story continued 

all that current doing thru the almost 60 year old light switch! 
 
I’ll be putting this car up for sale shortly – after I get another 100 miles or so on it, so if you’re interested in 
a very original TR3A with a neat story behind it, let me know. 
 



BUSINESS INFO 

GENERAL MEETINGS: 
 
Are held at 7:00 pm on the 1st Tuesday of each 
month unless it falls on a holiday at : 
Barrelhouse 101 restaurant : 545 E. 
Thompson Blvd. Ventura.  Offramp on 101 is 
California St. 
 
2019 GENERAL MEETING DATES: 

May 7, (speaker from Hagerty) 

June 4, July 2, Aug. 3, Sept. 3, Oct. 1, Nov. 5. 

Board meetings take place according to the 
needs of the club, usually before or after the 
club’s General Meeting; but as often as is 
deemed necessary at the discretion of the Club 
President. 

NEWSLETTER 

THE CLEAR HOOTER is your Club Newsletter 
and it is published monthly.   The deadline for 
submission of any camera ready or digital ads, 
stories, reports and information that you’d like to 
see in the next issue is the 23rd of the month 
prior to publication. Items may be sent to the 
editor at:  dtreid@gmail.com 

For Sale ads are free to members.                  
Non-members pay $25.  Ads run 3 months, 
unless otherwise indicated by the seller.  Any 
commercial ad or to open a commercial account  
please contact Allen Merriam, 
alyn123@sbcglobal.net  

Membership dues are $40 to join and $30 to 
renew yearly.  Make sure we have your e-mail 
for newsletter deliveries.  If you need to have one 
snail mailed to you please let the editor know, 
dtreid@gmail.com  Extra $5.00 for mailed 
newsletters, payable with your dues. 

Your CCBCC Board Members For 2019 
 
PRESIDENT 
Mike Gustafson mikegus999@gmail.com
    
PRESIDENT CONSULT (non-voting) 
Jim Hill    jhill@oilguys.com 
 
VICE PRESIDENT 
Dave Reid    mgtc48@hotmail.com 
 
RECORDER  Martin Keller 
mhkflyer52@gmail.com 
  
TREASURER  Chris Vujea  
CCBCCbooks2017@gmail.com  
 
MEMBERSHIP 
Pam Justin          pjquilter1@hotmail.com  
 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
Terry Schuller         dtreid@gmail.com 
 
ADVERTISING & CLASSIFIED ADS 
Allen & Lynn Merriam (805) 643-6657 
 
WEBMASTER 
Patrick Redd  (805) 746-5379 
 
CLUB PHOTOGRAPHER (non-voting) 
Dave Reid    mgtc48@hotmail.com 
  
REGALIA & RAFFLE (Non Board 
member)  Julie Root (805)676-1464) 
 
THE CLEAR HOOTER! Is the newsletter 
of the Central Coast British Car Club, 
formerly The Central Coast Triumphs, 
founded in 1984 by Mrs. Lee Bloomquist 
and is a chapter of the VTR, Vintage 
Triumph Register 
CENTRAL COAST BRITISH CAR CLUB 
2674 E. Main St. #E 614,  
Ventura, CA 93003 
Central Coast British Car Club, Inc. is a 
NONPROFIT Mutual Benefit 
Corporation registered in the State of 
California     

"In accordance with State and Federal filing 
requirements, the following have been submitted for 
Central Coast British Car Club, Inc. for fiscal year 
2018: FTB form 199N and IRS form 
990N.  Confirmation date 04/16/2019.  Submitted by 
Chris Vujea, Treasurer"  
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NEW MEETING LOCATION FOR CLUB MEETINGS  
TAKE NOTE!!!! 

May’smeeting will be held  on Tues May 7th at: Barrelhouse 101 at:  545 E. THOMPSON 
BLVD, VENTURA, CA 93001.  The Barrelhouse has free parking and an extensive menu.  We 
have a separate room and the  management hopes we will all order something.  Please use the  
California exit of the 101 freeway.  If parking is gone, use the free parking structure 74 South 
California St, Ventura, CA 93001 about 1.5 blocks away. 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

Behind the Wheel editors corner 

I am attempting to put out a newsletter every month, there may be times I miss a month due to being away. 
 
The newsletter is a vital piece of communication to keep members informed of what is happening within our 
club and lists events that are happening that may be of interest to club members. 
 
I would like to feature one member’s British car on the cover of each newsletter.  If you would like your ride  
displayed on the cover, please send me a high resolution picture of it in a nice place (not just the parking lot 
at work!!) to dtreid@gmail.com 
 
I have NO more picture and story for the front page of the newsletter.  Let’s see some of your 
favorite pics of your British car. 

ARTICLES NEEDED: 
 

The newsletter is in  need of articles on anything to do with the club or British cars.  Please use Microsoft 
Word and save as a document.  If possible use font Arial, size 12 and do not  do any formatting, just 
paragraphs of words. 
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James Holbrook 
1976 Jaguar XJC 
Camarillo 

Mike Carlson 
1964 Shelby Cobra 289 
Ventura 

Julie Whitton 
Jaguar? 
Simi Valley  

Jim Cohen 
1973 TR 6 
Glendale 

Ran across some very old car ads, will 
be putting one in each upcoming 
newsletter 



 

MINUTES OF THE CENTRAL COAST BRITISH CAR CLUB  
GENERAL MEETING  DATE April 3, 2019 

At Barrelhouse 101 in Ventura 

Meeting brought to order by:   Michael Gustafson,  CCBCC President at  7:00 pm. 
Number of members present: 29 

Board Members in Attendance: 
 President:   Michael Gustafson  Yes   
 Vice President:   Dave Reid   Yes   
 Treasure:   Chris Vujea   Yes   
 Recorder:   Martin Keller   Yes   
 Membership:   Pam & Joel Justin  Yes   
 Newsletter Editor:  Terry Schuller  Yes   
 Advertising:   Allen & Lynn Merriam Yes   
 Webmaster:   Patrick Redd   Yes 

Presidents Advisor:  Jim Hill   No  

Notes: 
     Newsletter Editor is still looking for articles, photos, stories of interest for the clubs newsletter. If you 
have a good photo of your British car and would like to see it on the front of the clubs newsletter send it to 
Terry Schuller with a short description of the car and you never know it might become a cover car for “The  
Clear Hooter”. Terry can be reached by email at dtreid@gmail.com . 
 
Topic 1: Camarillo Ranch Car Show March 31, 2019 
      The Camarillo Ranch Car Show was a great success as we had 24 cars in attendance and a lot of 
people looking at our cars and asking a lot of questions.  Photos of the cars on display should be up on the 
club web site soon for you to see if you did not attend.   
 
Topic 2: Queen’s English Auto Display April 7, 2019 
      The 2019 Queen’s English Auto Display is one of the largest British auto displays in Southern 
California and is held at Woodley Park in the Sepulveda Basin Wildlife Reserve in Van Nuys, CA.. A group 
of the club members will be driving down to the QE on Sunday morning and will be handing out our car 
show flyers while enjoying the autos on display. Show starts at 9 am to 4 pm and you can enter the day of 
the show if you have not pre-registered for the display. 
 
Topic 3: Sunday April 14, 2019  Gamble House Tour and Drive 
      Terry Schuller has put together a brunch drive and tour of the Gamble House ( better know as Doc 
Emmit Brown’s Home in Back To The Future Movie ) . This is in Pasadena, Ca. and is a very interesting 
property and historical site.  
 
Topic 4: Mike Taggert’s Private Collection Tour and Drive 
     The outing to Mike Taggert’s Private collection in Ojai, Ca. will be on May 11, 2019.  Allen Merriam will 
be the POC for this event which will be a drive and brunch and tour of the collection that is rarely open to 
the public.  Allen will be sending an Email out to all members so if you interested in attending either sign-up 
at the next club meeting or let Allen know so he can have an accurate head count for the restaurant. Allen 
can be reached at  alyn123@sbcglobal.net  . 
 
Topic 5: Drive Your British Car Week May 25 to June 2, 2019 
      Terry Schuller has proposed that we have a drive to a restaurant as an outing during the week as the 
DYBCW is a worldwide event and gets people with British cars out driving them and showing them off to 
keep the hobby alive and to help generate interest.  More information will be coming via Email about this 
event so keep an eye out and get your British car ready if it is not already to go. 
“JULIE TIME” presented by: Julie Root 
 

Continued on next page 
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Minutes from April meeting cont.                        

A NEW NEWSLETTER FEATURE 

This is April’s picture.  The boy 
on the right is our president 
Mike Gustafson.  The other boy is 
he brother, 

This is May’s picture, what 
a great  fire truck 

Snapper Jacks Gift Card = Jim Heaton  CCBCC B-Ball Cap = Junie Cooper 
Red Robin Gift Card = Bill Guzman  StarBucks Gift Card = Gary Cooper 
Trader Joe’s Gift Card = Jack Waschbush Trader Joe’s Gift Card = Brad Cardwell 
 
Birthday Gift Card Drawing for members at the meeting with a birthday in the month of April.  Frank 
Powel, Gerald Davies, Ron Root, Walter Hagedorn and Bill Guzman have B-Days this month and were at 
the meeting making them eligible for this drawing. 
Gerald Davies was the winner of the Trader Joe’s B-Day Gift Card this month. 
Happy Birthday to both members and any others in the club that were not at the meeting. 
 
At the Meeting we also had three short Video Clips that were shown to the members in attendance. The 
board is trying to provide at least one video at every meeting that usually has something to do with British 
cars or Autos. So if you have a Video Clip that you think the members would enjoy seeing please let Joel 
Justin know so he can have it ready to show at one of the club meeting. Joel can be reached by Email at  
joel.justin@teradyne.com where you can send him a link to the video or ask him questions. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:00 pm by Michael Gustafson CCBCC President. 

mailto:joel.justin@teradyne.com


CCBCC & other Car Events coming up  

BRITISH EXTRAVAGANZA AT BUTTONWILLOW RACEWAY: SATURDAY, MAY 4 TO SUN, MAY 5 

This is an annual event put on by VARA (Vintage Auto Racing Association). There are many classes of 
races and this year they are holding the Kastner Cup there (http://www.kaskastner.com/kastnercup.html). 
You can come for the day or spend the night and go to both days. 

Several of us who are going are stay Best Western Heritage Inn about 15 minutes south of the track on 
Hwy 5. This is a non-club specific event, but you can read more about it here: https://www.vararacing.com/
british-extravaganza. For additional information, contact Joel Justin at j_bar_j@hotmail.com. 

 
May 11. Run to Mike Taggerts in Ojai.  Meet at the Golden China at 8:15 to 8:25, depart 8:30 for Ojai, 
breakfast at the Sea Fresh, 522 E Ojai Avenue.  10 AM at Mike Taggert's place on Bryant Street.  He has 
British things there, Minis and race cars.  More details at the May meeting. 

 

May 19, STATE STREET NATIONALS.  Show in SB, Martin is the Point of Contact. 
mhkflyer52@gmail.com, Registration closed, all spots sold. 

JUNE 1st  Stage coach Inn Museum, Newbery Park.  Brunch first and drive Potrero Rd.to get there. The 
original Stagecoach Inn, called the Grand Union Hotel, was built in 1876 at the southwest corner of what is 
now Ventu Park Road and the Ventura Freeway.  The Conejo Valley Historical Society was formed in 
1965 to save the original Grand Union Hotel from demolition.  (rebuilt in 1976 as the Stagecoach Inn).  
See page: 11 Sign up sheet at May meeting. 

Sun. June 2nd Sunkist Elementary School Pt. Hueneme car show.  See page. 13 

June 16 Fathers Day Car Show at the Harbor, see page:  16-17 

Sun. June 16 Sports cars at the museum, Kern County Museum, see page  11 

Sun. June 23 Cops and Cruisers Car show.  See page 14 

CCBCC ANNUAL BRITISH CAR SHOW: SUNDAY, JULY 14, 2019 

Join us for the 29th Annual CCBCC British Car Show where all British vehicles are welcome. The show 
is at Channel Islands Harbor Park at 3600 Harbor Blvd in Oxnard, CA. More details will follow, so stay 
tuned. Contact Mike Gustafson at mikegus999@gmail.com for more information.  See page: 20-21 

Camarillo Fiesta July 20-21, On Sunday is their car show and we are working out the details, stay tuned. 

Wheels and Windmills Aug. 24, Solvang.  Registration not open yet. You will be sent an e-mail when you 
can register. 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 12 - SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 2019 

Triumphest will be in Santa Maria this year. It’s a great venue with everything happening on-site. It is 
hosted by the Triumph Club of Southern California. For additional information or to register, see https://
triumphest2019.com/.  

 

MONTHLY BREAKFAST: CCBCC EVENTS 

Breakfast meets will be at different venues throughout the year. New venues TBD in 2019. For more 
information and dates, contact Michael Gustafson at mikegus999@gmail.com 

May 7, Club meeting.  We will have a speaker from Hagerty, letting us know all about Hagerty Insurance 
and the valuation tools they offer. Talk is 20-30 minutes 

mailto:mhkflyer52@gmail.com
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GAMBLE HOUSE, PASADENA RUN 
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Built in 1876, the museum was originally a hotel and is now a historical landmark.  Here we will enjoy a  
90-minute guided tour of the museum, a schoolhouse built in 1888, and the blacksmith shop.  Also see a 
pioneer home, a Mexican adobe and a Chumash dwelling, all representing different historical eras of the 
Conejo Valley.   This all starts at 1pm.  Adults $5, Seniors $4 

We will enjoy a 11:15 brunch in Camarillo at the Good Morning Café and then take Potrero rd. to Newbury 
Park to arrive at 12:45 

This is the end of a week designated as “Drive Your British Car week, Classic Car Show for the Road.” 
http://www.britishcarweek.org/  

StageCoach Museum Tour—June 1 

No early entry, 10 am is fine.  Great 
location on the Kern County Museum 
grounds, 16 acres, trees (shade) and 
interesting buildings. 

Entry online or print out the entry form at 

www.sportscaratthemuseum.com 
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ReCap of Ranch House Day 

We had 26 cars all parked in the barn and just outside.  Great weather and excellent food trucks made for 
a very successful show.  I think the Ranch House will be inviting us back in the future.  





Simi Valley cops N’ Cruisers Car show 
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Car Show Supporters for 2019 
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HEALEY WEEK MORE INFO ONLINE 

https://ahasc.clubexpress.com/content.aspx?page_id=22&club_id=961230&module_id=334016
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CCBCC Car Show—July 14, 2019 
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CCBCC Car show Entry July 14, 2019 



  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Central Coast British Car Club Regalia 
  

Baseball caps – 18.00      License Plate Frame - $15.00 
Key Fob - $10.00       Lapel Pin – $3.00 
Grill badge is 30.00      Patch and sticker 2.00 ea. 
 
Silk-screened Items: 
Sleeve T-Shirt - $8.00(S-XXL) 
Long Sleeve T-Shirt - $12.00(S-XXL)     
Polo Shirts - $13.00(S-L) $15.00(XL & XXL)    
Polo Shirts with pockets - special order only)- $15.00(S-L) 17.00(XL & XXL) 
Crewneck Sweat Shirt – (Limited availability) $16.00(S-L) 21.00(XL & XXL) 
Hooded Pullover Sweat Shirt – (Limited availability) $22.00(S-L) 27.00(XL & XXL) 
Full Zip Hooded Sweat Shirt- (Limited availability) $27.00(S-L) 32.00(XL & XXL) 
  
There is a limited amount of Regalia at each monthly meeting or contact Pam Justin at 
pjquilter1@hotmail.com or 805 491-3068 to order. Provide your name, size and item.  Only club members 
can order Regalia. 
  
In addition to our silk-screened regalia above, we are now offering for members, high quality club regalia. 
Lisa Rizzo at Ventura Custom Embroidery has our logo on file and can make almost any kind of regalia 
desired. Please visit our CCBCC Website to find all the information needed to order. Items ordered will be 
in Royal Blue (the official club color) or some can be in white. The list of regalia offered with current pricing  
can be found on the CCBCC website in the members only section.  (There is a link just before the list on 
the site to download an order form to take with you if you visit the store) 
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